' 'qi\\
SEji
ol (11 T4
/e 4

\g\




STJEPAN SEJIC
creator

STJEPAN SEJIC
story & art

Cover by — Stjepan Sejic

‘09 ’0 For Top Cow Productions, Inc.

‘ Marc Silvestri - CEO ¢ WMatt Hawkins - President and COO ¢ Betsy Gonia - Managing Editor
4 ‘/ Elena Salcedo - Operations Manager ¢ Ryan Cady - Editorial Assistant
Vincent Valentine - Production Assistant

www.lopcow.coin

RoarRirkman - ChesOpefai Ofor DEATH VIGIL #1. JULY 2014.

Published by Image Comics, Inc. Office of Publication. 2001 Center Street, Sixth Floor,
Berkeley, CA 94704. Death Vigil ™ 2014 Stjepan Sejic. All rights reserved. “Death Vigil,”
the Death Vigil logos, and the likeness of all featured characters are registered trademarks
of Stjepan Sejic. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), event, institutions,
or locales, without satiric intent is coincidental. No portion of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the express written

. er permission of Stjepan Sejic. For information regarding the CPSIA on this printed material
Alison Dk - roducion A call: 203-595-3636 and provide reference RICH-567679.

Pro
IMAGEOOMIOS COM




¢ . . OH YEAH...FUNNY
HANG ON >4 / [ 8| STORY! SO IT WAS
OFFICER! AMBLILANCE BN { j HALLOWEEN.

IS ON THE WAY! - - i , i Z \
’ : | WAS COMING FROM
A COGTUME PARTY

| FIGURED | MIGHT
SCARE HIM OFF. IT
WAS DARK ENOUGH...

OH &OD! G,
HE'S BLEEDING
LIKE A FAUCET!

FIRST GIRL TO
ACTUALLY PAY
ATTENTION TO
ME IN YEARS...

ARE WOIZSE WAYG
TO PIENGLESS T

NOT BAD
AT ALL, SAMUEL
LEWIS.



IT WAS A "
NOBLE DEATH. " LHOWEVER..YOUR N
\ PASSING ON IS STILL )
DEBATABLE.

HERE BECAUSE I'M
IN DIRE NEED OF
SOME ELVES!

-
| |
-
-




o



12 YEARS
LATER

OH BLESSED
REAPER WE CALL UPON
THEE! BY THE BLOODOATH
OF THE SEVEN WE BIND >
YOU TO THE MORTAL. ‘
REALM SEALED BY
- 3 BLOOD, SEALED
4 BY SPIRIT!
A )
SEALED BY SEALED BY

OOD, SEALED BLOOD, SEALED
BLBY SPIRIT! \ BY SPIRIT!

i | ﬂ,u'b

o OH, WHAT
PALE KEEPER
OF THE SEV... THE F%£K?2?

WHO'S THE
CLOWN?




EXTREMELY!

PLEASE, JUST YIETEE
IGNORE ME. 208

DO You
ki FIND Us
B AMUSING?

WY CARRY ON!
| THIS STUFF IS
PRICELESS!

THIS YSTUFF"
IS A BLESSED

RITUAL- anclenT
KNOWLEDGE PASSED
ON FOR CENTURIES!

OUR VIEWS
ON ITS "PRICELESS
NATURE" MAY
DIFFER!

YUP! GRADE-A
ANCIENT KNOWLEDGE
THERE!

KEEP
IT UP!

IT'S GONNA
WORK
GRRREAT!

| SEE...

WE HAVE

A SKEPTIC e W i s
HERE! .
A SAD, BLIND < | | - HERE IS QUITE...

MAN WALKING IN Al 2
HIS LITTLE WORLD, i NPESIRABLEY
OBLIVIOUS OF THE M /
ELDRITCH FORCES
THAT RUN IT FROM

THE SHADOWS.




{ ELDRITCH
\ Forces?

UH...UM...
WHO ARE You
ANYWAYSZ SOME
SORT OF GRAVE
DIGGER?

%7 BOY, I N
7 COULD TELL You
THINGS OF ELDRITCH
FORCES THAT WOULD
TURN YOUR HAIR
WHITE!

so..wHaT's B
{ IT GONNA BE
| SUNSHINE?

HOW DO
YOU WANNA
PLAY THIS?

" BAH..LET'S :
GO..THIS PHILISTINE'S

B\ PRESENCE HAS DISRUPTED

THE AETHER.

WHAT? BECAUSE
OF MY TOOLS HERE?

NAH, I'M
MERELY A... DIGGING
ENTHUSIAST.

YEAH, NO,

THAT’S WHAT

IT WAS...  pigrUPTED
A AETHER.




YOU SEEM
ANNOYED!

SIGH... THESE SAD LITTLE
DWEEBS HAVE BEEN
CRAWLING UNDER THE
ROCKS MORE AND MORE
RECENTLY...

READING THEIR LITTLE
OCCULTISM R Us BOOKS...
CHANTING THEIR LITTLE
NURSERY RHYMES...

HOPING BEYOND HOPE
THAT THERE IS SOMEBODY
AT THE OTHER END OF
THAT LINE HEEDING THEIR

THEY WOULD PISS
THEMSELVES
IF THEY KNEW...

YOU WANT TO
TEACH ME OF
THE DARK THINGS
IN THE SHADOWS?

IF YOU EVER SAW
WHAT LURKS
BEHIND THE VEIL...

YOU WOULD FIND
OUT THAT YOU
CAN BE SCARED TO...

NOT SOMETHING
| USUALLY HEAR...BUT

T /& APPRECIATED.




SO? WHAT

HAPPENED?

b .

JUST...SOME
WANNABE OCCULTISTS
ANNOYED ME.

ANY OF
THEM GIFTED? }

THEN WHY
DWELL?

IT WAS A
WELL-ORGANIZED
ATTACK.

RECRUITS... CLAIMING THEIR

WEN LAO
AND CRANSTON
HAVE FALLEN,

LISTENING SAM...

{ TO THEM
GLORIFYING
THE ENEMY...

=0

Y AND JUsT
AFTER WE LOST
KAREN... {

/ IT JusT
FEELS LIKE THEY
WERE SPITTING IN
THE FACES OF
OUR FALLEN.

| WAS PLAYING
IT COOL AND ALL
BERNIE, BUT [
SWEAR...

| WAS
HALF A STEP
AWAY...

! \))

/ /
BERNARDETTE [
THE REAPER. [
SHE 1S OUR [

I GENERAL IN
THIS WAR.

NECROMANCERS SEEM
TO BE TARGETING THE NEW

VEILRIPPERS....

I...HAD TO v
WARN YOU SAM...

WELL, IF THOSE
NECROMANTIC JACKASSES
COME VISITING...I'LL BURY

THEIR ASSES...| HAVE
THE TOOLS!

.




l...I'M ¥ YOU KNEW

SORRY, THEM BETTER THAN
BERNIE. 10 s

ol IT'S FINE,
@' sAM. I'LL MOVE ON
| ALWAYS DO. WE

ALL DO... IT'S
JUST...

IT HAS BEEN
ESPECIALLY BAD W
THESE LAST FEW [

YEARS...

I'M JUST...
BURNED OUT...
| KEEP LOSING
FRIENDS LEFT

AND RIGHT.

SERIOUSLY SAM...
IF YOU DIE I'LL KILL
You!

YOU KNOW...
| HAVE BEEN AROUND
FOR A LONG TIME...
| FORGET
MANY THINGS...

EVERYONE

REMEMBER :

EVERY MEMBER OF

THE VIGIL | EVER
RECRUITED.

NEVER FORGET...
WE CHOSE TO FIGHT
THIS BATTLE.

BERNIE....DURING
MY SECOND YEAR | TOOK
DOWN A JANUS SINGLE
HANDEDLY...

¢ MY FOURTH
YEAR | WENT EASTWOOD
ON TWO KROONS AND
LIVED... NOT EVEN
ANUBIS CAN MAKE
THAT CLAIM.
AS YOU :
KEEP REMINDING
HIM. :

DAMN
RIGHT!




JUST...BE
\ CAREFUL!

BERNIE...

MORTAL
PEOPLE STILL CAN'T
SEE YOU, RIGHT?

THEN HOW THE
HELL DID YOU GET
THAT PLAYER?

IT'S A BIRTHDAY
GIFT FROM MARLENE.

W...WHAT?
YOU HAVE A
BIRTHDAY?

| DO NOW...
MARLENE WAS AN
ORPHAN YOU KNOW. Y\
HER ADOPTED PARENTS
GAVE HER A BIRTHDAY,
SO SHE FELT LIKE
GIVING ME ONE.

UM...WELL,
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
THEN!

IRONY IS NOT
LOST ON
ME.

_ | MUST GO
WARN THE OTHERS
NOW...

STAY
VIGILANT

BY THE WAY
YOU WERE TOTALLY
FISHING FOR THAT
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY".




FINE...JON,
| LOVE YOU
TOO.

JON! CHILL!
WE'RE IN PUBLIC!

SCREW
PUBLIC!




WHAT POINT
DO [ ACTUALLY
GET THOSE
FLOWERS?

ISN'T THAT
FUNNY...I...FORGOT
FOR A MOMENT.

ACTUALLY

N THOsE ARE NOT i
\  rForyou. M

THEY ARE

FOR MY DAD... OH...YEAH...
/ IT'S TODAY,

ISN'T IT?




| GUESS ]
IT HAD TO BE

THIS DAY,

| WAS
ACTUALLY
THINKING OF
VISITING HIS
GRAVE...

Y | MEAN...
| You poN'T
HAVE TO

GO.

Y OF COURSE
'LL GO, JON!

YOU REALLY ARE
ONE OF A KIND,
CLARA!

SORRY... MY
MIND IS IN A DARK
PLACE.. YES. PLEASE
GO WITH ME.

BETTER!

/ HE SAD, ¥ ‘ \ N\ s,
WITH ALL THE \ A\ Cﬂ:,f-rf &
ENTHUSIASM IR ‘ SRR\ L
OF A MAN ABOUT
TO SEE A

PROCTOLOGIST P o - /
}\ 24
VERY WELL MY LOVE...
MY LOVE, LET'S ; WOW...HEH...
Go! / THAT WILL TAKE

- / \ SOME GETTING
USED TO.




SORRY..
A BUNCH OF
THINGS ON

MY MIND.

LACK OF
COURAGE...

LACK OF
STRENGTH.

JUST...THIS IS
THE ONE PLACE
WHERE | KNOW MY
DAD IS GONE...

ANYWHERE ELSE....
| CAN PRETEND THAT HE
1S JUST...YOU KNOW,
AWAY.

| CAN'T
PRETEND TO
KNOwW HOwW you
FEEL...I'M BARELY ON
e i y SPEAKING TERMS
BUT HERE J - : | WAS 28 WITH MY OWN
THERE 15 NO PRETENSE. j POWERLESS... ; X FAMILY.
HERE MEMORIES
AWAKEN.

HE WAS ALWAYS
THERE FOR ME WHEN
| NEEDED HIM.

BUT IN HIS
HOUR OF NEED |
COULD DO NOTHING.
CANCER WAS
EATING HIM FROM /£
WITHIN. Z/

DAMN ; ,
SHOVELHUMPING A GOOD
ASSHOLE... - PARENT CAN
X MAKE ALL THE
DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR
LIFE.

SO CAN
A BAD ONE...




HEY DAD...
BEEN A WHILE! &

SOMEONE
SOMETHING IN FRONT
OF THE GRAVE.

SO...LIKE
YOUR TATTOO?

HEH...YOU
HAVE BEEN PAYING
ATTENTION...

YES... SIMILAR
TO MY TATTOO...
BUT MUCH MORE

POWERFUL...

IT IS AN OLD
SYMBOL... FROM
THE AGE OF
SOLOMON.

WHAT DO IT's JUsST
YOU MEAN BY AN OLD MYTH
MY PROFESSOR
TAUGHT ME...

BUT...WHY
IS IT ON YOUR
FATHER'S
GRAVE?




CLARA, DO
YOU BELIEVE IN
AN AFTERLIFE?

I...DON'T
REALLY
KNOW...

PEOPLE WHO
MADE THIS SIGIL DID.
IN FACT IT WAS MORE
THAN MERE BELIEF!

THEY KNEW
IT FOR A FACT. THEY MADE
CONTACT WITH AN OLD
POWER... AND LEARNED
MUCH...

FOR INSTANCE...
WE KNOW THAT LIFE
IS FRAGILE,
FLEETING.

| USED TO
THINK THIS WAS
INEVITABLE.

| DO LOVE
YOU CLARA!

PALE
COURT?
JON...WHAT
ARE YOU...

STILL, IT
CHANGES NOTHING...
THIS IS BIGGER THAN
BOTH OF Us...

LYAND DEATH...
b\ FINAL. ;

BUT SHE _
TAUGHT ME BETTER!

if REVEALED THE TRUTH

ABOUT DEATH,AND
THE PALE COURT!

STRANGELY...
THAT WAS NEVER
A PART OF OUR

PLAN.

JON Yyou
ARE FREAKING
ME OUT
HERE...



| ASK NO
FORGIVENESS
BUT | AM

IT HURTS
ME JUST
AS MUCH!

BUT THE
PAIN WILL END

YOU ARE
A PART OF
SOMETHING

BIGGER




CLARA...I WISH
IT COULD HAVE GONE
DIFFERENTLY! o
BUT YOU ARE
ONE OF THE GIFTED.

| AND | NEED YOU
\ TO DO THAT NOwW!

DO IT DAMN X
YOU! | HAVE BROKEN

| YOUR BODY AND HEART!

RELEASE YOUR
HATRED!!!

NOW COME

{ FOR ME VIGIL!!!
[ | KNOW YOU ARE
CLOsE!

FACE ME!




i COME VIGIL!
| CAN SMELL YOUR

PRESENCE!

YOU RANG, N
. NECROMANCER? JM

OH FOR CRYING
OUT LOUD, THIS CRAP
AGAIN? WHAT IS IT WITH YOU
NECROMANCER GUYS AND

YOUR OBSESSIVE NEED TO A
TAKE YOUR SHIRTS OFF 4

AROUND ME?

I'M GUESSING

W you ARE THE ONE

CALLED THE
DIGGER? _




NOW, MIND

: TELLING ME
WHY YOU ARE...OH

WHAT THE...

FRekNG Yt
BURY YOU! A&




OH 'M NOT  NCUR
BIG ON TRYING!! )}

NOW, ABOUT
THAT WHOLE “BURYING
YOU"” BUSINESS...

THAT SURE IS A FINE
POSSE YOU GOT THERE
KIDDO...




WELL... THE
IMPORTANT
ONES ARE

FASHIONABLY

BECAUSE,
NECROMANCER...

IT'S TIME
TO SAY HI TO
My BOYs/!




THEY WILL
MISS AN AMAZING )
ASSWHOOPING!

‘\

TOOK. You ‘4//
LONG ENOUGH SAMUEL!
NOW STAND ASIDE AND
WE SHALL HAVE THE
BLOOD OF THE ENEMY
UPON OUR
BLADES!

O\

24 A2 ( 7 NECROMANCER
// i / \ HAS A FINE NOSE! |

| SHALL TAKE -
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